MERRIGONG
ARTISTS' PROGRAM

Innovative  Independent - In-development

About the program

MERRIGONGX is our annual artists’ program. It focuses on
supporting artists to take creative risks.

MERRIGONGX places artists and their practice at the centre
of our community. Arawarra by Jake Mara & Lincoln Smith. Photo by Tracey Leigh Images
From in-house creative developments to full-blown public presentations of new work, and
everything in between, MERRIGONGX provides independent artists with financial, technical,
marketing and artistic resources.

Selection Criteria

For work to be selected to be part of our MERRIGONGX development program it must meet one
or more of the following criteria:

The artist/group is local or has a local connection to the region

The work is new

The work extends the art form by engaging with contemporary theatre practice

The work provides a new experience for our audiences

Merrigong Theatre Company aims to create work with local relevance and universal resonance.
MERRIGONGX Expressions of Interest are only open to new works looking for development
support. Our Development Presentations are selected from works in the previous years
development program.

Assessment Process

MERRIGONGX developments are assessed by a panel that
includes the Artistic Development Manager, a
MERRIGONGX Producer and at least two artists/producers
from outside the company.

Development Presentations are selected by the Artistic
Team from works that have already completed a
MERRIGONGX Development. Merrigong encourages
projects to not rush to presentation with projects spending
1 -3 years in development before being offered a
presentation. Not all works that receive development
support will have a presentation.

All projects in development must reapply each year to
continue with the program.




Works in development receive:

Development Presentations receive:

The Support

Cash contribution

In kind rehearsal/development space

Access to Merrigong's Artist Wellbeing program
Artists are added to Merrigong's VIP invite list

Cash contribution

In kind rehearsal/development space

Two weeks in the Bruce Gordon Theatre for
rehearsals and season

3 night season

70/30 box office split in favour to the artists
Ticketing using Merrigong's post show Pay What You Feel system with Merrigong guaranteeing
$20 per reservation. No inside fees deducted.

Marketing support including the creation of the hero image, inclusion in the MERRIGONGX &
Merrigong main stage brochures, funded marketing campaign including PR support

48 hours of bump in/out/rehearsal technical labour

Event delivery crew - front of house staff, 1x show operator & duty tech

Access to the Bruce Gordon's standard lighting, vision & sound rigs

Production Management support

Artists can select to either produce the work themselves with Merrigong support or have a
Merrigong producer produce the Presentation in consultation with the artists.

Access to Merrigong's Artist Wellbeing program
Artists are added to Merrigong's VIP invite list

Two Weeks by Siobhan Doran-Chaston. Photo by Tracey Leigh Images

Tips for applying

MERRIGONGX works with small to medium scale
works and does not have the resources to support
large works such as musicals with casts above 6
people. Please review works that the program has
supported before and make sure your project fits
the scale.

Have a clear realistic vision of what you want to
achieve in your development year with
MERRIGONGX.
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