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Media Release — For Immediate Release

Be Part of the Story: Merrigong Theatre Company launches EOFY appeal to keep
theatre thriving in the Illawarra

EOFY APPEAL

BE PART OF THE STORY

DONATE BEFORE 30 JUNE

Merrigong Theatre Company is calling on the community to Be Part of the Story as it launches
its End of Financial Year (EOFY) fundraising appeal, inviting audiences to help ensure world-
class theatre continues to thrive in the lllawarra.

Led by Artistic Director / CEO Simon Hinton, the appeal highlights the vital role the
community plays in sustaining local theatre-making, supporting artists, and ensuring
audiences of all ages can continue to experience powerful, live storytelling close to home.

“At Merrigong, theatre is never just something you watch - it’s something you become part
of,” Hinton said. “Every audience member, every artist, every supporter helps shape the story
we tell together.”

“This year’s theme, Be Part of the Story, is a reminder that theatre doesn’t happen in
isolation. It happens in community. It happens because people believe in it, invest in it, and
show up for it.”

Merrigong Theatre Company, the region’s leading cultural organisation based in Wollongong,
continues to present a dynamic program of national touring productions alongside locally
developed works created through its acclaimed artist development initiative, MERRIGONGX.

The company also remains committed to nurturing the next generation of theatre-makers
and audiences through its education and engagement programs, including its growing First
Nations Program, which supports First Nations artists to develop and share their stories on
stage.

However, like many arts organisations across Australia, Merrigong is facing rising production
costs and limited government funding - which covers only a portion of operating expenses —
which mean community support is increasingly vital to sustaining its artistic program.

EOFY donations will directly support Merrigong to:
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e C(Create bold new Australian theatre

e Support local artists and creative careers

e Artist Wellbeing Program

e Strengthen and expand its First Nations Program

e Deliver education and engagement programs for young people

e Continue and grow inclusive practice through the Strangeways Ensemble, ensuring
people of all abilities can participate in, experience, and be represented on our stages

e Bring outstanding national and international productions to Wollongong so local
audiences can continue to experience powerful stories close to home

“Every donation, no matter the size, makes a real difference,” Hinton said. “It helps us
continue to create theatre that moves people - stories that inspire, challenge and connect
us.”

“As we approach June 30, we're asking our community to stand with us once again. If you've
ever laughed, cried, or been changed by a performance in one of our theatres, this is your
chance to help ensure those experiences continue for others.” By donating, audiences
become more than theatre-goers - they become Part of the Story itself.

Merrigong’s EOFY appeal is now open, with all donations of $2 or more tax-deductible and
directly supporting the future of theatre in the lllawarra.

Donation link: https://merrigong.com.au/support
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https://merrigong.com.au/about-us/support-us/
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For more information contact:

Eileen Stapleton| E: estapleton@merrigong.com.au P: 0416 389 793

NOTES FOR EDITORS

Merrigong Theatre Company is a not-for-profit company that operates Wollongong’s premier
performing arts venue, Illawarra Performing Arts Centre (IPAC) and the city’s key civic and
community venue, Wollongong Town Hall.

The company’s name ‘Merrigong’ reflects the Dharawal word for the lllawarra region’s
distinctive escarpment, a landmark of supreme cultural importance. This name serves as a
constant reminder that their venues rest on unceded First Nations land.

In all that they do, Merrigong Theatre Company seeks to acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of the land, seas and skies, and to show respect to all First Nations people who
call the region home.



